Da’naxda’xw News

July, August, September 2010 

2nd Quarterly Newsletter

I hope everyone had a wonderful summer.  We had a busy summer here at the village.  We did, however, have to postpone the scheduled Membership meeting that was planned at the previous meeting that was held in Campbell River last February.  Everyone had a busy summer obviously.  We did hold a Community Gathering however.  We invited our members living at Whe-la-la-u Subdivision in Alert Bay to come over to the village for the weekend of July 17 and 18.  This gathering was mainly to reconnect with our members in Whe-la-la-u.  Jack and Dot Nolie, Elsie Willie, Millie Willie, Norman and Helen Glendale, Jake Jacobson, Michael Jacobson-Weston, Pearl Hunt all came over, some came on Saturday to stay over night, some came on Sunday for the day.  We had a wonderful time with the members that came over.  We had a nice dinner on Saturday, everyone came out to the kitchen to share memories and we had a sing-a-long as well.  The next morning we provided a breakfast for the members from Whe-la-la-u that came over the night before.  Again, just reconnecting with everyone.  We had a luncheon, and then had another sing-a-long, with Jake and Nolan playing their guitars and doing a few solos.  We also had a few races out on the field for the kids. We went back into the kitchen for a few more minutes before departure, where Norman, Jack, Michael, Jake, and then Chief William Glendale said a few words about how this gathering was a good reconnection, and all were glad that they had attended.  It was a good weekend to say the least.  
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Happy Halloween Everyone!!! 

Isn’t it amazing how quickly time goes by?  We just started the school year with the students and now Halloween is over and we will be preparing for Christmas.  Before Christmas however, I do know of a celebration that will be happening soon.  Jack and Dot Nolie will be celebrating their 60th Anniversary!!!  We are amazed at our Elders through out the year as we watch them continue with working, taking care of themselves, they tell us if they stop working they would “just get old” so they continue working.  With William and Anne Glendale’s 60th Anniversary last December, we have very good examples to try to emulate in our own lives.  They hold up their families and teach us that timeless life lesson of “Respect and Integrity” in all aspects of our lives.  Congratulations Jack and Dot. 

Treaty Report

By Bill Wasden

Since the general meeting in Campbell River, there has been a Treaty Advisory Committee struck with 8 members that were accepted by showing their interest and submitting their names after that meeting.

We have gathered on three occasions where we have reviewed the terms of reference for the committee and adopted them. We have also reviewed the procedure agreements and other documents that outline the process of negotiations with Canada and British Columbia.

We have met with the representatives of British Columbia and Canada and they laid out the present mandates of their respective governments.

These positions were disappointing to me and I hope the rest of the committee when we were told that the federal government was no longer prepared to talk about “Fish” and the provincial government told us they were not talking about Co-management of lands and resources. The Co-management chapter is in my mind critical if we ware to make any progress on the land issue.

I have attended the past 2 Chief Negotiators Meeting and the general consensus at those meetings is that both levels of government are in a delay mode and there is no movement at any of the tables. This is a common theme and our table is no different, during a conversation with the lead negotiator from Canada, I suggested that we get together and iron out the positions that we differ on and I was told that they were not prepared to do that and the best thing we could do is adopt final agreement wording to the AIP that we have been negotiation.

I am in the process of adopting the wording of the “Yale” agreement and hope to be finished that this week when I will forward it to our legal advisor for review then to the committee.

I think it is time for the people to make some hard decisions on the Da’naxda’xw further participation in the process or to step back and wait till the governments are ready to come to the table in earnest.

Whe-la-la-u Area Council also put on a “Youth Suicide Prevention” Workshop this summer at our village.  On August 17, 18, and 19th, Whe-la-la-u staff and Youth Councillors came over with approximately 45 youth to camp out and held workshops.  We thank Pearl, Michael, and her staff for giving us the opportunity to welcome the group to our village.  The event was successful; we had youth from Alert Bay, North Vancouver Island, and Tsawataineuk Tribe.  We had good weather for the event, however because of the “fire ban” the group could not have outdoor fires.  They camped out on the field, and some elders and staff stayed in the bunkhouse. A successful “Youth Suicide Prevention” workshop.
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